
 

ASSEMBLY ROOMS 
Our annua l outing 
was somewhat de-
layed  last year due 
to workload  – what-
ever next!  We even-
tua lly made two trips 
in opposite d irec -
tions.  Early in 2007 
we visited  the new 
We lsh  Asse m b ly 
build ing in Card iff on 

a  rough day when we experienc ed  horizonta l ra in c oming 
off the bay and  testing the water tightness of the externa l 
g lazing.  After lunc h a  tour round  Card iff Castle c on-
trasted  well with a rc hitec ture of a  very d ifferent kind .  
More rec ently we ga thered  in London one evening to visit 
Sir John Soane’s house and  museum in Linc oln’s Inn Field  
a ll lit by c and lelight.  A la te d inner rounded of a  delightful 
evening in town. 

GRAND DESIGNS 
It is both refreshing 
and  c ha llenging to 
have new c lients who 
want to have a  house 
designed  in a  c on-
temporary style and  
who a re rea lly enthu-
siastic  about the la t-
est susta inab le tec h-
nology.  We c urrently 
have severa l suc h 
p rojec ts a t design 
stage.  Probab ly the 
most signific ant one is 

on a  slop ing site in the Chiltern Hills near Henley on Thames.    
We have made steady p rogress with the p lanners over the last 
year or so to c onvinc e them tha t our non vernac ula r g lass and  
stone fla t roofed  design is right for this Area  of Outstand ing 
Natura l Beauty.  Amongst its many fea tures, the house will in-
c orpora te a  swimming pool with a  slid ing frameless g lass enc lo-
sure whic h c an be open or c losed  depend ing on the weather.  
Planning permission was ac hieved  early this year and  we ex-
pec t to be on site in the summer.  Rob  Mullan is running the p ro-
jec t assisted  by Mic helle, Fiona  and  Andrew Cla rk. 

FLOATING IDEAS 
As an oarsman there is no doub t tha t Tony’ s favourite p lac e 
is the River Thames.  What c ould  be better then than riverside 
p rojec ts.  Our wide ranging p rojec t work seems to go in 
phases and  we a re now engaged on four d ifferent houses a ll 
with river frontage.  We a re a lso the appointed  a rc hitec ts for 
Longridge Boa ting Centre a t Marlow.  This is p robab ly our 
most interesting and  most d iffic ult p rojec t whic h will eventu-
a lly involve redevelop ing the whole c entre to improve and  
enla rge its c urrent fac ilities and  open it up  to g ive even more 
young peop le the opportunity to enjoy the experienc e of 
“ messing about on the river” . 
 
All these riverside p rojec ts are in the flood  p la in and our p ro-
posa ls have to c omply with E. A. polic y whic h is often d iffi-
c ult.  At Longridge we have been investiga ting the use of 
floa ting build ings to over-
c ome the p rob lems of 
build ing in the flood  p la in.  
This is a  whole new area  of 
design for us.  The Lon-
gridge p rojec t is now p ic k-
ing up  momentum whic h is 
inevitab ly d riven by ava il-
ab le fund ing and   our mas-
ter p lan is slowly evolving. 

AN ‘OLOGY 
Our p rac tic e supports susta inability in design and  the p ro-
tec tion of this c ountry’ s wild life and landsc ape.  But even if 
we d id  not it is impossib le to avoid  dea ling with suc h mat-
ters when mounting a  p lanning app lic a tion these days.  
Ec ology and  a rc haeology a re top  of the p lanning c hec k 
list.  Ba ts in partic ula r seem to have c aught the imagina-
tion of every p lanning offic er dea ling with a  build ing whic h 
is more than two years old  and  must potentia lly have ba ts 
living in the eaves!  Now we have to submit reports on 
flood  risks, a rboric ulture, ba ts and  any other wild life and  
a rrange watc hing arc haeolog ic a l b riefs for d igg ing up 
sites within remote d istanc e of an anc ient find .  At Lon-
gridge it isn’ t enough for the site to be in the greenbelt, 
the flood  p la in and  the setting of the Thames and  have a  
b lanket TPO on a ll trees.  Part of the site is a lso a  wild life 
heritage a rea  but nobody seems too sure how tha t a ffec ts 
the use of the site.  We have a  feeling though tha t we a re 
not expec ted  to put a  build ing in the midd le of it. 

N
ew

s 

Spring 2008 

  House by the River Thames 



POST AND BEAM 
Contemporary design in g lass and  steel a re an 
exc iting element of our work but a longside this 
the rejuvena tion of old  build ings g iving them a  
new lease of life c an be very sa tisfying as well.  
Whilst old  build ings engage your c uriosity as you 
d isc over their history, unfortuna tely for their 
owners they c an often hide the veritab le “ c an 
of worms” .  We have just finished  extend ing and 
upgrad ing an old  listed  timber framed c ottage 
in Oxfordshire whic h illustra tes many of the 

p rob lems of working on old  build ings.  As old  lean-to ’s were de-
molished , doors moved and  floorboards lifted  p rob lem upon 
p rob lem of poor c onstruc tion were revea led  and  it is a  d iffic ult 
to know where to stop  with rep lac ement and  repa ir.  A sensib le 
down to earth Conserva tion Offic er is desirab le in these  situa -
tions and  fortuna tely we were b lessed  with one.  The other es-
sentia l is for the c lient to a llow for p lenty of c ontingenc y money 
for the unexpec ted .  We c ontinue to be surprised  by what 
might be hidden in these old  build ings.   

PEOPLE 

Clients, Sta ff, Projec ts.  Wha t 
is the most important ele-
ment of our business?  All 
three interac t and  one c an-
not exist without the others 
but the c orrec t answer is 
“ sta ff” .  Those loya l ha rd -
working  peop le emp loyed  
by the p rac tic e to c a rry out 
the d iffic ult task of c rea ting 
a rc hitec ture. 
 
Over a lmost twenty yea rs of 
the p rac tic e’ s existenc e we 
have seen some interesting 
c ha rac ters c ome and  go.  
It’ s a  slow ly c hang ing  sc ene. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Last Autumn Andrew Lac ey  
dec ided  to put down his 
penc il and  retire from the  
pa rtnership .  We set up  the 
p rac tic e in 1989 when the 
Tha tc her boom had  just 
peaked  and  then spent sev-
era l d iffic ult yea rs surviving  a  
rec ession when business les-
sons were lea rnt the ha rd  
way. We w ill miss his g rea t  
experienc e but Andrew re-
ma ins as c onsultant so we 
haven’ t seen the last of him. 
 
On the way up  to take over 
from the old  gua rd , we a re 
d e lig hted  tha t Mic he lle  
Youngman qua lified  rec ently 
a fter putting in a  lot of ha rd  
work for her pa rt 3 just a s she 
does in the 
offic e.   
C o ng ra tu-
la tions on 
b e c o m ing 
an a rc hi-
tec t. 
 

 
BOTH SIDES NOW 
There has been a  lot of build ing ac tivity over the past twelve 
months in Marlow Road, Ma idenhead.  Anyone d riving by will 
have notic ed  the Comp ton Lac ey signboard  on both sides of 
the road .   On the west side we have been ac ting as a rc hi-
tec ts for T A Fisher & Sons Ltd  who have just c ompleted  a   
development of sma ll fla ts on a  site formerly oc c upied  by 
offic es.  Views from the fla ts overlook our other onsite p rojec t 
on the east side.  Here we a re ac ting for the Roya l Borough of 
Windsor & Ma idenhead to c rea te a  new c ommunity c entre 
for the c ounc il’ s  Leisure  Servic es.   This c ha llenging job  fuses 
the old  Art College whic h is a  listed  build ing with a  la rge ex-
tension designed  in a  style tha t reflec ts some elements of the 
origina l build ing, The c lear g lass link rec ep tion  between old  
and  new is part of a  c ontemporary approac h to the  design 
whic h was endorsed  by English Heritage with whom we have 
lia ised  c losely together with the c ounc il’ s c onserva tion offi-
c er.  The c ompleted  build ing will be open in early summer.  
Rob  Mullan is the p rojec t a rc hitec t. 

 
EDUCATION EDUCATION EDUCATION  
3 c urrent projec ts typ ic a lly illustra te our wide range of work in the educ a tion sec tor.  In 
Brac knell we have been bounc ing a round ideas for a  new trampoline ha ll a t Brac kenha le 
sc hool for some time so muc h so tha t our new Open Learning Centre p rojec t on the same 
sc hool site has c aught it up and  both a re due to sta rt in the next month or so.  The c om-
b ined  c ontrac t va lue will be over £3.0 million.  Meanwhile we have just c ompleted  an ex-
tension a t Leighton Park Sc hool in Read ing whic h will provide shower, c hanging and  study 
fac ilities for fema le pup ils a t the sc hool. The job  was ab ly run by Andrew Cla rk who will 
now be in c harge of the Brac knell p rojec ts on site.  Last but not least in the sma ll works 
department we have been help ing Burc hetts Green Primary Sc hool, just a  few miles from 
our offic e, with va rious extensions 
&a ltera tions whic h inc lude a  tree 
house for outdoor lea rning. 
Although it is a  village sc hool, getting 
p lanning permission has not been 
stra ight forward  due to its loc a tion in 
the Green Belt.  Mic helle Youngman 
has been going bac k to sc hool to run 
this p rojec t. 

 
CROSS WORDS 
We c ontinue to dea l with a  wide range of relig ious build ings.  For the Method ist c hurc h, 
p rojec ts a t Tilehurst, Read ing and  a t Aylesbury have slowly evolved  and  both now have 
lottery and  other fund ing to get them on site this year.  These projec ts involve improving 
the c ommunity fac ilities of the c hurc hes.  Our job  a rc hitec t is Mic helle Youngman. 
Meanwhile, Rob  Mullan has been having a  c lose look a t some loc a l c hurc hes where we 
have c arried  out quinquennia l inspec tions and  some repa ir work.  At Tac kley Churc h in 
Oxfordshire we a re in the early stages of p roduc ing design ideas for a  ‘pod ’  within this old  
build ing – sma ll but c ha llenging! 
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