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ASSEMBLY ROOMS
Our annual outing
was somewhat de-
layed last year due
to workload — what-
= meee €VEr next! We even-

M tually made two trips
o 1l in opposte direc-
& tions.  Early in 2007
we visted the new
Welsh Assembly
building in Cardiff on
a rough day when we experienced horizontal rain coming
off the bay and testing the water tightness of the external
glazing. After lunch a tour round Cardiff Castle con-

trasted well with architecture of a very different kind.
More recently we gathered in London one evening to visit
Sr John Soane’s house and museum in Lincoln’s Inn Held
all lit by candlelight. A late dinnerrounded of a delightful
evening in town.

GRAND DESIGNS

It is both refreshing
and challenging to
have new clientswho
want to have a house
designed in a con-
temporary style and
who are really enthu-
sastic about the lat-
est sustainable tech-
nology. We currently

have several such
projects at desgn
stage. Probably the

most significant one is
on a doping ste in the Chiltern Hills near Henley on Thames.
We have made steady progress with the planners over the last
year or so to convince them that our non vernacular glass and
stone flat roofed design is right for this Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty. Amongst its many features, the house will in-
corporate a swimming pool with a siding framelessglassenclo-
sure which can be open orclosed depending on the weather.
Planning permisson was achieved early this year and we ex-
pectto be on ste in the summer. Rob Mullan isrunning the pro-
ject asssted by Michelle, Hona and Andrew Clark.

COMPTONLACEY

AHOATING IDEAS

As an oarsman there isno doubt that Tony’'s favourite place
isthe River Thames. What could be betterthen than riversde
projects. Our wide ranging project work seems to go in
phasesand we are now engaged on four different housesall
with river frontage. We are also the appointed architectsfor
Longridge Boating Centre at Marlow. This is probably our
mo¢t interesting and most difficult project which will eventu-
ally involve redeveloping the whole centre to improve and
enlarge itscurrent facilitiesand open it up to give even more
young people the opportunity to enjoy the experience of
“messing about on the river”.

All these riversde projectsare in the flood plain and our pro-
posals have to comply with E A. policy which is often diffi-
cult. At Longridge we have been investigating the use of
floating buildings to over-
come the problems of
building in the flood plain.
This is a whole new area of ¥
design for us. The Lon-g&
gridge project is now pick-
ing up momentum which is|
inevitably driven by avalil- §
able funding and our mas
terplan isslowly evolving.

AN ‘OLOGY

Our practice supports sustainability in design and the pro-
tection of thiscountry’swildlife and landscape. But even if
we did not it isimpossble to avoid dealing with such mat-
ters when mounting a planning application these days.
Ecology and archaeology are top of the planning check
list. Batsin particular seem to have caught the imagina-
tion of every planning officer dealing with a building which
ismore than two yearsold and must potentially have bats
living in the eavess Now we have to submit reports on
flood risks, arboriculture, bats and any other wildlife and
arrange watching archaeological briefs for digging up
stes within remote distance of an ancient find. At Lon-
gridge it isn't enough for the ste to be in the greenbelt,
the flood plain and the setting of the Thamesand have a
blanket TPO on all trees. Part of the ste is also a wildlife
heritage area but nobody seemstoo sure how that affects
the use of the ste. We have a feeling though that we are
not expected to put a building in the middle of it.

House by the River Thames




POSTAND BEAM
Contemporary design in glassand steel are an
exciting element of our work but alongside this
the rejuvenation of old buildings giving them a
new lease of life can be very satisfying aswell.
Whilst old buildingsengage your curiosty asyou
discover their history, unfortunately for their
owners they can often hide the veritable “can
of worms’. We have just finished extending and
upgrading an old listed timber framed cottage
in Oxfordshire which illustrates many of the

problemsof working on old buildings. Asold lean-to’swere de-

molished, doors moved and floorboards lifted problem upon

problem of poor construction were revealed and it is a difficult

to know where to stop with replacement and repair. A sensible

down to earth Conservation Officer isdesrable in these situa-

tions and fortunately we were blessed with one. The other es

sential isfor the client to allow for plenty of contingency money

for the unexpected. We continue to be surprised by what

might be hidden in these old buildings.

BOTH SDESNOW

There hasbeen a lot of building activity over the past twelve
monthsin Marlow Road, Maidenhead. Anyone driving by will
have noticed the Compton Lacey signboard on both sdesof
the road. On the west sde we have been acting as archi-
tectsfor TA Hsher & SonsLtd who have just completed a
development of small flats on a site formerly occupied by
offices. Viewsfrom the flats overlook our other onste project
on the east side. Here we are acting for the Royal Borough of
Windsor & Maidenhead to create a new community centre
for the council's Leisure Services. Thischallenging job fuses
the old Art College which is a listed building with a large ex-
tension desgned in a style that reflects some elements of the
original building, The clear glass link reception between old
and new ispart of a contemporary approach to the design
which wasendorsed by English Heritage with whom we have
liaised closely together with the council's conservation offi-
cer. The completed building will be open in early summer.
Rob Mullan isthe project architect.

CROSSWORDS

We continue to deal with a wide range of religious buildings. For the Methodist church,
projects at Tilehurst, Reading and at Aylesbury have dowly evolved and both now have
lottery and other funding to get them on site this year. These projectsinvolve improving
the community facilities of the churches. Ourjob architect isMichelle Youngman.
Meanwhile, Rob Mullan hasbeen having a close look at some local churcheswhere we
have carried out quinquennial inspections and some repair work. At Tackley Church in
Oxfordshire we are in the early stagesof producing design ideasfora ‘pod’ within thisold
building —small but challenging!

EDUCATION EDUCATION EDUCATION

3 current projects typically illustrate our wide range of work in the education sector. In
Bracknellwe have been bouncing around ideasfora new trampoline hall at Brackenhale
school for some time so much so that our new Open Learning Centre project on the same
school ste hascaught it up and both are due to start in the next month or so. The com-
bined contract value willbe over £3.0 milion. Meanwhile we have just completed an ex-
tension at Leighton Park School in Reading which will provide shower, changing and study
facilities for female pupils at the school. The job was ably run by Andrew Clark who will
now be in charge of the Bracknell projects on ste. Last but not least in the small works
department we have been helping Burchetts Green Primary School, just a few miles from
our office, with various extensions

&alterations which include a tree

house foroutdoorlearning.

Although it is a village school, getting

planning permisson has not been

straight forward due to its location in

the Green Belt. Michelle Youngman

has been going back to school to run

thisproject.

PEOPLE

Clients, Saff, Projects. What
is the most important ele-
ment of our busness? All
three interact and one can-
not exist without the others
but the correct answer is
“gaff’. Those loyal hard-
working people employed
by the practice to carry out
the difficult task of creating
architecture.

Over almost twenty years of
the practice’s exitence we
have seen some interesting
characters come and go.
It'sa slowly changing scene.

Last Autumn Andrew Lacey
decided to put down his
pencil and retire from the
partnership. We set up the
practice in 1989 when the
Thatcher boom had just
peaked and then spent sev-
eral difficult years surviving a
recession when busness les
sons were learnt the hard
way. We will misshisgreat
experience but Andrew re-
mains as consultant so we
haven’t seen the last of him.

On the way up to take over
from the old guard, we are
delighted that Michelle
Youngman qualified recently
after putting in a lot of hard
work for her pan 3 just asshe
doesin the

office.

Congratu-

lations on

becoming

an archi-

tect.
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