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2 INTRODUCTION 

Compton Lacey is an award -winning architectural practice established in 1989, based in the Thames 

Valley near Maidenhead. We are currently a team of nine people, led by Tony Compton, the practice 

principal, who is assisted by associate Robert Mullan.  

 

We work in a number of fields and, strictly speaking, we do not specialise. Nevertheless, much of our 

work is concerned with higher end private housing, social housing, education, community buildings, 

ecclesiastical and other historic work and telecommunications buildings.  

 

We work on both new -build and refurbishment projects, ranging in value from £150,000 to £10m. 

Sometimes we will take on smaller projects, although it is difficult for us to do these profitably, so we will 

only consider them if they are of special interest to us. Our work covers all of the RIBA work stages and 

we are able to tailor our service to your individual needs.  

 

We can also offer specialist services such as masterplanning, feasibility studies, town planning and 

design and build. If preferred, and the project is suitable, we can offer a one stop appointment, 

providing all the necessary design services through us as your sole point of contact with the consultant 

team.  

 

In all our work we believe that architecture should, in its ultimate distillation, be no more than space, 

form, light and detail. Our buildings are simple or complex, richly textured or spare, depending solely on 

your brief, your budget and the context.  

 

Above all we seek to provide a client ðcentred approach, free of ego and pretention, striving to give 

you the building you want and need.  

 

You can contact us by phone, e -mail or post, and you will always be able to speak with the practice 

principal or associate: the details are at the foot of this page. We do strongly urge you to look at our 

website, where there is more information about us and our projects and which has a news section with 

up -to -date information about current developments.  

 

We look forward to hearing from you.  
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3 CURRENT PROJECTS 
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4 MAIDENHEAD COMMUNITY CENTRE 

Compton Lacey  have been commissioned to 

reorder the interior of the former Science Art 

and Technical School in Maidenhead and to 

design a substantial new extension.  

 

The school was opened in 1895 at 4 Marlow 

Road, in a building designed by the local 

architect E J Shrewsbury. It occupied this 

building until moving to new premises in the 

1960s. Among its alumni was the artist Stanley 

Spencer, who began his artistic education here.  

 

After the school left, the building stood empty 

for some time, gradually deteriorating, until it 

was reoccupied by the local authority Social 

Services department.  

 

In 2005 the Council decided to refurbish and 

extend the building to provide a new home for 

a number of local community services, currently 

housed in poor quality buildings in inconvenient 

locations. These include Citizensõ Advice Bureau, 

Relate, No 22 (a youth counselling service), a 

youth club and a ballet school.  

 

The existing building now contains offices for 

CAB, Relate and No 22, two new meeting 

rooms, a refectory and a room for the youth 

club. The extension houses a multi -purpose hall, 

a dance studio and general office space. 

Joining old with new is a light, glazed, single ð

storey link, which contains the main reception.  

 

The old building is still a handsome, well -detailed 

structure and is now listed grade II*. Our new 

work had to relate to this sensitively, as well as 

fitting into the overall streetscape of Marlow 

Road. We chose to use a yellow stock brick for 

the elevations to emphasise the separateness of 

the extension. The roof form reflects the dutch 

gables of the old building, re -worked in a 

modern fashion, with zinc roof coverings and 

details. Internally we have sought to open up 

the original high studio spaces, which had been 

hidden for many years by unsightly suspended 

ceilings.  

 

Work was completed in September 2008.  

Top: New extension from Marlow Road; middle: view from Kidwellõs 

Park; bottom left: detail of stairwell; bottom right: dance studio  
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5 BRAKENHALE OPEN LEARNING CENTRE 

Compton Lacey  have designed a new 

extension to the Open Learning Centre at  

Brakenhale School for Bracknell Forest Borough 

Council, which is currently under construction.  

 

The centre provides day and evening classes for 

both adults and children, with associated 

facilities.  The site is shared with Brakenhale 

School, but is separately managed and is 

distinct from the school. The building serves as a 

community facility, and is the home of the 

Berkshire Maestros (Young Musicians Trust) 

providing music services for the whole of the 

Royal County of Berkshire.  

 

Bracknell Forest Borough Council is selling a 

portion of school land for a new housing 

development. In order to provide access to this 

portion of land, part of the Brakenhale Open 

Learning Centre (OLC) will be demolished.  This 

project will replace the lost facilities and 

accommodation in a new building, attached to 

the south of existing retained OLC buildings.  

New car parking facilities and site works will also 

be provided.  

 

The philosophy of the OLC is to present an open 

and approachable environment for users, 

particularly as some will not be familiar with 

learning environments.  The proposed buildings 

reflect this philosophy by providing a protective 

environment that is visually open and 

welcoming. The building has elements of 

transparency where appropriate, but balanced 

with the function of the building and the 

response to the environment.  

 

The building sets an example in sustainability 

and is made from recycled and renewable 

materials.   It has a photovoltaic roof, providing 

free electricity, a natural ventilation system and 

extra insulation to reduce the heating load. 

Natural lighting is used where possible to reduce 

electrical consumption, and natural shading 

reduces heat build -up. This reflects the councilõs 

environmental policy.  

 

The building is due to open in March 2009.  

Top: proposed view from NW; middle: proposed view from SE; bottom 

left: detail of truss node: bottom right: roof trusses under construction.  



 

COMPTONLACEY 
 

7 Grove Park, White Waltham, Maidenhead, Berkshire, SL6 3LW  

t: 01628 825951, f: 01628 825434, enquiries@compton -lacey.co.uk, www.compton -lacey.co.uk  

6 

Compton Lacey were asked to undertake a 

strategic review of the whole clubhouse, giving 

particular consideration to the provision of 

better men's changing, increasing use of the old 

dining room, reordering and enhancing the 

back of house facilities, providing a dedicated 

space for bridge playing and other minor 

improvements. We concluded that the problem 

for the club lay largely in the inconvenient and 

illogical circulation routes through the building, 

in particular that the kitchen, which occupies 

the middle of the ground floor, effectively 

prevented easy progress from the car park to 

the men's changing, bar and dining room. We 

also felt that a 'proper' entrance to welcome 

members and visitors alike was essential.  

 

Royal Wimbledon Golf Club has been in 

existence for more than 125 years, and for much 

of that time has occupied the clubhouse on 

Camp Road. Over the years this building has 

been extended and altered many times. The 

result is that today it is convoluted in its planning, 

particularly behind the scenes, and the services 

and structure which underpin its operation have 

not been laid out in a particularly strategic way. 

In addition, some facilities, for example the 

men's changing, are starting to look somewhat 

threadbare and changes in use patterns, and 

new functions cannot not easily be 

accommodated.  

 

When finished the club will benefit from a much 

larger kitchen; new, larger menõs changing; 

efficiently planned back -of -house and a 

purpose -designed buggy and trolley store. The 

circulation, especially for visitors, will be much 

improved, and the club will have a proper front 

door. The professionalõs shop will also have been 

re-ordered and refitted.  

 

Already on site we have had to overcome the 

problems presented by unexpected and 

extremely unusual reinforced concrete 

construction, the condition of which 

necessitated the reconstruction of the kitchen 

wing and the house managerõs flat above. The 

project will finish in late 2008.  

ROYAL WIMBLEDON GOLF CLUB 

Top: east elevation of entrance; middle: general view of entrance; 

bottom left: veranda extension; bottom right: detail of trolley shed  

ROYAL WIMBLEDON GOLF CLUB 

Top: east elevation of entrance; middle: new bar; bottom left: ve-

randa extension; bottom right: detail of trolley shed  



 

COMPTONLACEY 
 

7 Grove Park, White Waltham, Maidenhead, Berkshire, SL6 3LW  

t: 01628 825951, f: 01628 825434, enquiries@compton -lacey.co.uk, www.compton -lacey.co.uk  

7 

Compton Lacey have recently won planning 

permission for a large new house to replace an 

existing dwelling on an attractive sloping site in 

the Chiltern Hills above Henley -on -Thames. 

Despite objections from the Chilterns 

Conservation Board, careful negotiation and a 

good relationship with the planning officer led 

to approval of a very modern piece of 

architecture.  

 

The building seeks through its form and detailing 

to draw a contrast between the rich texture of 

rough rubble stone and the crystalline character 

of structural glass. It is arranged on two levels 

and split into two wings, with a glazed link 

forming the main entrance. The bedroom wing 

faces east to benefit from the morning sun and 

the good views. The main wing, containing the 

shared living spaces, studios for the owners and 

a pool house, faces south, with the living room, 

dining and kitchen on the first floor, all having 

good views and generous amounts of natural 

light.  

 

The glass enclosure over the outer part of the 

swimming pool will slide back into the house at 

the press of a button so that the pool is wholly 

open, with nothing obstructing views to the 

countryside over its infinity edge.  

 

The house will be heated using a ground source 

heat pump, which can, if necessary, 

simultaneously heat the pool water whilst 

cooling the internal spaces.  

 

COLTS 

Top: View of entrance; middle: view of terrace and pool bottom left: 

projecting kitchen window; bottom right: Rear of entrance hall.  
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8 BALLYHAISE 

Compton Lacey were approached by private 

clients to extend and re -order a rather 

unprepossessing bungalow. Located in 

greenbelt on the banks of the River Thames, 

options to alter and extend were limited. The 

building had been extended in the past but still 

had potential for further improvement to 

compliment its attractive riverside location. 

Previous planning applications had failed.  

 
The initial extend and alter design consisted 

primarily of additional accommodation at first 

floor level, but floor area was restricted by the 

greenbelt development policies. We re -ordered 

the ground floor and linked to the upper level 

with a new double height entrance hall. The 

external treatment was completely altered to 

give a facelift which unified the changes.  
 

Eventually our clients decided that they would 

prefer to demolish and build anew. Based on a 

similar brief the raised ground floor puts the new 

house above the maximum predicted flood 

level. The limited first floor space is one large 

living room with high windows giving expansive 

views over the river and to fields and woods on 

the other side. The architecture is a bold, 

uncompromising statement alongside more 

conventional neighbours, but one which is 

supported by the planners.  

 

Throughout the design development process we 

used our negotiating skills with the planners to 

achieve a solution that complies with restrictive 

planning policies whilst meeting our clientsõ 

requirements.  

 

From the first our approach has always been to 

develop a contemporary design. We believe 

this will produce more dynamic and exciting 

architecture which is appropriate for the 

riverside location. This is not architecture that 

should be hidden but should be seen as an 

attractive and positive example of modern 

house design.  

Top: the first design; middle: the second, replacement scheme;  

bottom left: existing house; bottom right: rear elevation.  
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9 LONGMEAD  

This is one of several projects currently on 

Compton Laceyõs drawing boards involving the 

redevelopment of houses by the River Thames. 

They combine our enthusiasm for contemporary 

design with our extensive experience of 

planning negotiations to achieve the end result 

that our clients are seeking.  

 

Our client had owned this house by the river for 

several years but was never happy with its 

appearance and some of the poor internal 

planning. Planning permission had been 

obtained previously for some further extensions 

and a separate boathouse alongside it. We 

were employed to redesign the house from the 

ground floor slab upwards keeping the same 

footprint and to redesign the boathouse with a 

new brief. As with other riverside properties that 

we are dealing with in this area, any 

development is restricted by greenbelt and 

flood plain policies.  

 

Our design is wholly contemporary and a 

dramatic change from the existing, an 

approach which was endorsed by our client. As 

always we went through a thorough 

consultation process with the planners and 

convinced them that our proposals were 

acceptable within their local policies. As a result 

obtaining planning permission was quite 

straightforward. Structurally we investigated 

several timber frame systems to keep the loads 

on the existing floor as light as possible. Several 

green features including a ground source heat 

pump are incorporated into the design.  

  

Top: river frontage; middle: proposed boathouse; bottom left: exist-

ing building; bottom right: existing boathouse.  
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10 CHARTERED INSTITUTE OF MARKETING 

Compton Lacey  have enjoyed a long -term 

relationship with the Chartered Institute of 

Marketing and have been responsible for 

several buildings on their campus at Moor Hall in 

Cookham. In addition we have produced a 

number of feasibility studies for the Institute.  

 

One of our first buildings was the Institute 

Conference Centre. This building contains 

conference and seminar rooms, offices and 

catering facilities. It has integral flexibility, with 

internal walls formed from acoustic screens 

capable of being redeployed to make rooms 

larger or smaller as necessary.  

 

The second CIM building is the Redgrave 

Centre, named after Sir Steve Redgrave, who 

opened it at the request of Tony Compton 

(another enthusiastic rower). Originally it 

contained a gymnasium and a snooker room, 

although we have now reconfigured it as 

seminar rooms, with the leisure facilities 

elsewhere on the campus. This process was 

relatively straightforward because we had 

again included moveable acoustic partitions 

and an adaptable construction form.  

 

More recently we have refitted the Institute bar 

in Thames House. This project was done to a 

strict timetable, and with no contingency(!) 

Fortunately, although we encountered some 

problems ñas is often the case with existing 

buildings ñwe were able to overcome them 

whilst sticking very close to the original budget. 

This project enlarged the seating area of the bar 

by opening up into an adjacent seminar room 

and also increased the area around the bar 

itself. The gym was moved from the Redgrave 

Centre into another nearby seminar room, thus 

putting all the Institute leisure facilities into one 

place for the first time. This is the reason why the 

Redgrave Centre was changed into seminar 

rooms.  

 

Our latest works for CIM are feasibility studies 

examining the best way to fit bedrooms onto 

the upper floors of Moor Hall and looking into 

the practicalities of a new library.  

Top: conference centre; middle: the Redgrave Centre; bottom left: 

new bar; bottom right: new glazed roof for bar.  
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11 OTHER SELECTED PROJECTS 
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12 RSPB MINSMERE VISITORSõ CENTRE 

Compton Lacey  have won a Civic Trust Award 

for the new visitorsõ centre at the Royal Society 

for the Protection of Birds Minsmere reserve near 

Saxmundham in Suffolk.  

 

Minsmere is an area of low -lying reedbeds, 

shingle vegetation and heathland. Our response 

to this was to design a simple, low -key building, 

which seeks to integrate modestly into its 

environment. It is constructed using a timber 

frame, with a brick plinth and timber boarded 

cladding. The building is completed with a slate 

roof reflecting the refurbished coastguardsõ 

cottages nearby.  

 

Inside the accommodation includes a reception 

and exhibition area, a tearoom, a gift shop, 

toilets and staff offices. The linear form reflects 

the clientõs desire to have a planned 

progression for visitors through the building.  

 

Generous eave overhangs provide solar 

shading and the internal environment is 

modulated by automatically -opening rooflights 

linked to temperature sensors.  

Top: general view of entrance; middle: detail of entrance canopy; 

bottom left: interior of shop; bottom right: view at dusk  
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13 HENLEY BREWERY 

Brewing ceased at Brakspearõs Henley Brewery 

in 2002. A prime site for developers, it was 

snapped up quickly, along with the former 

White Hart Hotel and a number of other 

adjoining buildings.  

 

The developers commissioned Compton Lacey 

to prepare an overall strategy for the site, which 

was eventually worked up sufficiently for us to 

obtain a detailed planning permission. This 

successful outcome was achieved despite the 

initial reluctance of the planners to lose such a 

large industrial site and objections from local 

residents.  

 

The actual construction work was phased, 

breaking down essentially into three parts: the 

conversion of the buildings facing Thames Side 

into a mixed use development; the creation of 

a new Hotel du Vin in the old brewery offices, 

and a development of new apartments and live

-work units accessed from New Street.  

 

The Thames Side phase has recently been 

completed, with Compton Lacey as project 

architects. The scheme converts the ground 

floor of the old White Hart Hotel into a shop unit 

and a restaurant unit; the old rowing clubhouse 

into another shop unit and the upper floors of 

the hotel into high quality apartments. It also 

includes the refurbishment and reordering of the 

adjoining Georgian house, which was once an 

undertakerõs workshop, and still has the narrow 

slot on the front of the building used to lower 

coffins down from the upper floors.  

 

All the commercial units were let and occupied, 

even before building work was finished, and all 

the apartments with the exception of that on 

the top floor have been sold. This last 

apartment, with stunning views down the 

Regatta course, has been retained by the 

developer as his private residence.  

 

 

Top: the Thames Side development across the river; middle: top floor 

apartment; bottom left: shared entrance; bottom right: fine dining.  
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14 MARLOW BREWERY WEIGHBRIDGE 

This building was originally the weighbridge for 

Wetheredõs Brewery in Marlow. For many years it 

was left empty and allowed to fall into a 

dangerous state of disrepair.  

 

Compton Lacey  were asked to produce 

proposals for its conversion into offices. Planning 

permission was obtained on condition that 

original features were retained and restored 

wherever possible. Repairs and cleaning of the 

external brickwork were deliberately kept 

minimal to enhance the character of the 

building.  

 

Inside the building was completely gutted. The 

existing floor was removed to allow the insertion 

of a new concrete structure incorporating a 

raised access floor to meet modern office 

requirements. The ground floor was also altered 

to allow the insertion of car parking in the 

basement.  

 

A simple glazed entrance leads into a lobby 

with stair and lift access to the first floor and the 

basement parking. The offices themselves are 

open plan, with many original features, 

particularly at first floor where the original oak -

framed roof structure has been exposed.  

 

The scheme received an award from the 

Chilterns Conservation Board.  

Top: Side elevation; middle: exposed oak trusses; bottom left: inter-

nal staircase; bottom right: detail of glazed entrance.  
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15 OFFICES, GROVE PARK 

Compton Lacey  were commissioned by Michael 

Shanly Investments, who are also our landlords, 

to produce designs for three new speculative 

office blocks at Grove Park Business Park, next to 

our own offices. This is the first phase of a 

projected refurbishment of the whole park.  

 

Each building provides 1160 sq m of office 

accommodation over two storeys and all are 

equally suited to open -plan or cellularised office 

use. 

 

The units are now named ôAshwoodõ, 

ôOakwoodõ and ôBeechwoodõ. 

Top: Ashwood; middle: Beechwood; bottom left: Oakwood and 

Ashwood; bottom right: staircase on Beechwood.  


